Curriculum and Credit Framework for Undergraduate Programmes

The NEP envisages several transformative initiatives in higher education. These include:

« Introducing holistic and multidisciplinary undergraduate education that would help
develop all capacities of human beings - intellectual, aesthetic, social, physical,
emotional, ethical, and moral - in an integrated manner; soft skills, such as complex
problem solving, critical thinking, creative thinking, communication skills; and
rigorous specialization in a chosen field (s) of learning.

« Adoption of flexible curricular structures in order to enable creative combinations
of disciplinary areas for study in multidisciplinary contexts that would also allow
flexibility in course options that would be on offer to students, in addition to rigorous
specialization in a subject or subjects.

¢ Undergraduate degree programmes of either 3 or 4-year duration, with multiple
entry and exit points and re-entry options, with appropriate certifications such as:

¢ a UG certificate after completing 1 year (2 semesters) of study in the chosen fields
of study,

« a UG diploma after 2 years (4 semesters) of study,
« a bachelor's degree after a 3-year (6 semesters) programme of study,

« a 4-year bachelor's degree (honours) after eight semesters programme of study.
If the student completes a rigorous research project in their major area(s) of study
in the 4" year of a bachelor's degree (honours with research).

¢ The 4-year bachelor's degree programme is considered apreferred option since it
would provide the opportunity to experience the full range of holistic and
multidisciplinary education in addition to a focus on the chosen major and minors
as per the choices of the student.

¢ |Inclusion of credit-based courses and projects in the areas of community
engagement and service, environmental education, and value-based education.

e Environment education to include areas such as climate change, pollution, waste
management, sanitation, conservation of biological diversity, management of
biological resources and biodiversity, forest and wildlife conservation, and
sustainable development and living.

e Value-based education to include the development of humanistic, ethical,
Constitutional, and universal human values of truth, righteous conduct, peace,
love, nonviolence, scientific temper, citizenship values, and life skills.

* Lessons in service and participation in community service programmes to be an
integral part of holistic education.



